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Brussels, October 11, 2023 

 
ESTC Publishes Industry Guide for Synthetic Turf Recycling Facilities 

across Europe 
 

In response to an increasing need to dispose of end-of-life synthetic turf in an environmentally-
sensitive way, ESTC (the EMEA Synthetic Turf Council) has launched a new guide to recycling 
facilities across Europe. 
 
The launch of the guide follows over €55 million of investment from ESTC members in new 
responsible waste management facilities over the last 10 years.  
 
Recognising these developments, ESTC has produced the guide: Recycling Facilities for Synthetic 
Turf Systems in Europe, for interested parties to easily identify and access services. 
 
The document showcases the locations of 10 recycling facilities across Europe as well as the specific 
features they offer, which include mobile recycling, on-site separation and the recycling of infill, as 
well as the recycling of end-of-life synthetic turf.  
 
Collectively, the Europe-wide network of recycling facilities boasts over 4.3 million m2 of processing 
capacity, which is equivalent to 500,000 full size football pitches. 
 
Furthering its commitment to conscious end of life care, ESTC has also created a supporting 
guidance document. It highlights current options and best practice and gives an overview on the 
legal obligations that need to be considered before a surface is disposed of. 
 
ESTC’s document references the EU Waste Framework Directive’s Waste Hierarchy – which aims to 
ensure that the management of waste is undertaken in the most responsible and sustainable way 
possible. The hierarchy dictates that recycling is the best option.  
 
Stefan Diderich, Director General at the EMEA Synthetic Turf Council (ESTC) said: “The increase in 
specialty recycling services across Europe signifies a positive development in sustainability efforts 
within the industry. This guide is intended to be a valuable resource for members and industry 
stakeholders. We therefore encourage the industry to share this document with customers, suppliers 
and other interested parties.” 

https://www.estc.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2023-RECYCLING-FACILITIES-FOR-SYNTHETIC-TURF-SYSTEMS-IN-EUROPE-ESTC-Guide.pdf
https://www.estc.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2023-RECYCLING-FACILITIES-FOR-SYNTHETIC-TURF-SYSTEMS-IN-EUROPE-ESTC-Guide.pdf
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 “Maximising the service life of turf and preserving quality as far as possible is key, but there will 
come a point when the surface is no longer fit for purpose and needs replacing. That’s when you’ll 
need to consider options for end-of-life disposal.” 
 
To access the latest version of the guide, please visit: www.estc.info/knowledge-centre/end-of-
life/  
 

ENDS 

 
 
About ESTC  
ESTC is the industry association for the synthetic turf industry and has the vision to serve as the forum to 
promote, develop, grow and advocate for the synthetic turf industry.  
ESTC is the voice of the industry and it aims to fulfil its role by means of close collaboration with all parties 
involved, being it members, end-users, sports governing bodies and legislators.  
ESTC is focused on the region Europe, Middle East and Africa. By means of a partnership with STC in North 
America, ESTC helps its members realizing a global reach. On a local level, ESTC works closely together with 
local industry associations to accomplish its goals and objectives.  
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For more information, please contact:  
ESTC Director General  
Stefan Diderich  
Mobile: +31 (0)6 125 715 29  
E-mail: stefan@estc.info  
 

Picture: Map of Synthetic Turf Recycling Facilities in Europe  
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